
 
 
 

 
New Hope-Solebury School District 

Special Education Committee Minutes 
June 7, 2016—6:00 PM  

District Office Conference Room 
 

Attendance 
 School Board –Mark Cowell,  
 Administration – Dr. Yanni, Dr. Cortellessa, Mr. Malone, Mr. Seier 
 Committee Members – Jennifer Block, Aline Christy, Gabriele Dorsam, Michael Finley, 

Charlie Huchet, Bethanne Joyner, Amy Laff, Alyssa Marton, Jacqueline Miller, Kristine Quinby, 
Patricia Reidy, Jennifer Romett, Howard Savin, Karen Silberman, Jennifer Wind 

 Presenters – None 
 Public – None 

 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Savin at 6:00 PM 
 
The minutes from the May 10, 2016 were approved. 
 

Old Business 
 

 None 
 

New Business 
 

 Dr. Yanni, Mr. Seier, and Mr. Malone began a discussion about HS special education 
programming.  Specifically, they addressed that a co-teaching model is present in 
English (English 9, 10, 11, and 12), math (Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry, and statistics), 
and science (biology and chemistry).  Further, instructional assistant support is offered 
in social studies.  They also spoke about how special education teachers run academic 
resource periods, learning strategies classes, reading/writing workshops, etc. 

 Mr. Finley spoke about his experiences with co-teaching.  He discussed the fluidity of the 
model, and how both regular education teachers and special education teachers work 
with all students.  He spoke to the growth that students have made in co-teaching, and 
Dr. Yanni confirmed that the data supports the notion of growth.  According to PVAAS 
data, our students with IEPs are meeting and exceeding growth standards at the HS. 

 Dr. Huchet asked if the district tracks students beyond graduation.  Dr. Yanni responded 
that we meet with graduates during their first year of college.  Mr. Seier discussed that 
we also get information from students via Naviance.  Mr. Finley noted that he tracks 
students formally via required PDE compliance and informally, as many students stay in 
contact with him. 

 Transition services were discussed.  Mrs. Marton spoke about how transition 
conversations really need to start in elementary school.  Doing so will allow us to 
strengthen transition services when students become of age.  Mrs. Marton spoke to the 
various agencies, etc., she has worked with and how she will introduce those types of 
relationships upon her formal arrival here in New Hope-Solebury. 

  



 
 

 In terms of inclusion, the committee discussed the accepting environment in the HS.  
With co-teaching, many more students are attending regular education classes with 
support.  There are times when students receive replacement services for English or 
math; however, when it is possible, they are included in co-teaching.  Students in the 
transition learning center (TLC) are also included where it is appropriate for them.  
Further, we have opportunities for students such as the coffee shop and 
mentor/partnerships for students to be included as well. 

 Mrs. Joyner asked about students who are not identified and how we can ensure that 
their needs are being met if they struggle.  Dr. Yanni spoke to the Child Study Teams 
(CST) and their processes to ensure that students’ needs are identified and met. 

 There are a few areas that we need to focus on in terms of programming such as 
executive functioning, organization, etc., as noted by a parent and administration. 

 Over the summer Mrs. Marton is going to do data analysis based upon our special 
education identification number and generate some draft goals for moving forward in 
terms of programming.  Also, committee input will be solicited for topics of 
conversation/work for SY 16-17.  Dr. Savin noted that continuous movement forward 
with good initiatives/work is also important.  Dr. Huchet noted that we should work on 
items that have budgetary impact early in the year to ensure recommendations make it 
in the budget cycle. 

 Dr. Yanni reminded everyone that Mrs. Marton will be officially on board on June 20th. 
 
Public comment: 
 

 None   
 

Dr. Savin adjourned the meeting at 7:01 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


